A rare case with diurnal fluctuation of head instability, hypotonia and choreoathetotic movements improved by L-dopa treatment.
This report concerns a 6-year-old girl who showed peculiar symptoms but responded favourably to L-dopa. She developed normally until around 1 year of age, at which time head instability, hypotonia, increased deep tendon reflexes and choreoathetotic movements developed. These symptoms appeared to worsen in the afternoon and were alleviated after sleep. An extremely small dose of L-dopa (2 mg/kg) showed dramatic effects and her symptoms disappeared. This condition may be associated with the supersensitivity of the dopamine receptors, caused by hypofunction of the dopamine neurones.